YAM-Jam
Young Adult Ministry – Jam
Austin, Texas – May 28-30, 2009

Gathering Concept

First - Some important definitions from Wikipedia - 

· A young adult is in the stage between adolescence and mature adulthood, roughly ages 18 to 40.  (Youth, aged 15 to 25 – note the overlap)

· Christian ministry, activity by Christians to spread or express their faith.

· A jam session is a musical act where musicians gather and play (or "jam") without extensive preparation or predefined arrangements. 

· Jam sessions are often used to develop new material, find suitable arrangements, or simply as a social gathering and communal practice session. Jam sessions may be based upon existing songs or forms, may be loosely based on an agreed chord progression or chart suggested by one participant, or may be wholly improvisational. Jam sessions can range from very loose gatherings of amateurs to sophisticated improvised recording sessions intended to be edited and released to the public.

Second – Some current and past events 
· 2008 Church Unbound Conference – Montreat – July 1-5 

· How can the PC(USA) become a church for the next generation? What will it take to bridge the boundaries of age, culture, gender, race, and theological differences? Come and join others who care about the leadership of the church – present and future. Be part of an exciting conversation aimed at fashioning a new vision for a new day – of a Church Unbound!
· PACHEM – Higher Ed Summits – 2004 Richmond , 2006 Birmingham
· PCUSA – 2004 Young Adult Ministry Consultation
· NCC – Come to the Feast – 200, 2002, 2004, 2006

· Montreat Collegiate Conference – Annual now in January
Third - Some of the Players (not a complete list)
· PACHEM – Presbyterian Association for Collegiate and Higher Education Ministries
· PSST - Presbyterian Student Strategy Team

· NNPCW – National Network of Presbyterian College Women
· Racial Ethnic Young Adult Ministry Leadership Team

· Young Adult Ministry Consultation Team

· PCUSA National Volunteers Office

· Montreat Collegiate Conference

· COTE – Committee on Theological Education

· PLSE – Pastoral Leadership Search Effort
· Youth Ministry – PYC, Montreat, Triennium, PYWA, etc…

· PCCCA – Presbyterian Church Camp and Conference Associates

Now the Question – 

How can these players in Young Adult and Youth Ministries in the PCUSA follow-up on efforts like the Church Unbound conference, and previous gatherings – and work better together to be and do Christian Ministry (see the definition above).
Answer – 
Invite leaders and leadership representatives from all these players and more to come together May 2009 in Austin Texas – to Jam (see the definition above).
