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Summer 2010 Suggested Readings 



Will Willimon’s Good-bye High School, Hello College – it’s my go-to resource for our Freshman Group.  Devotionals are also a great springboard for a variety of young adult and student settings, groups. 
                                                                                       -John Cook, Presbyterian Campus Minister, Presbyterian Student Association, U of South Carolina


Secrets of a Good Life, as told by Saints and Sinners , by Kathleen Stephens is a book of quotes compiled around seven secrets to a Good life:  Find your Place, Connect with the Source, Belong to a Village, Do the Right Thing, Embrace your Drama, Go for Broke, See the Unseen.  I used these "secrets" to organize a Senior Send-Off program I did for three weeks with this year's seniors during the Spring semester.  At the end of our time together, I gifted each of them with this book.    I often page through this book for thought-provoking quotes from faithful folks.
                                                                                                                         -Diana Malcom, College Minister, Westminster Presby Fellowship, Penn State U.


Karl Barth is said to have advised young theologians to, "take your Bible and take your newspaper, and read both. But interpret newspapers from your Bible." In "The Wired Word"( found at www.thewiredword.com)  this advice is put into practice with a weekly topical Bible Study.  Ranging from the serious to the seriously absurd, from news of people to news of nations, each Thursday they email a synopsis of a news story, questions and links to a variety of scriptures.  One can easily share information online in advance with the group or class (I rarely do as I find students don't often read it before we meet).  We use this resource for our Pub study group for graduate students.  Whether or not the students agree with the connections the authors make between news and scripture, they serve well to make students aware of issues in the world around them and to spark thoughtful conversation about how our faith informs what we see, hear, say and do in the world.  Check out their web site for a free trial; subscriptions run $79 per year.  
                       - Jennifer Martin, Campus Pastor & Executive Director, The Koinonia Center, Presbyterian Campus Ministry at the University of Oregon

Souls in Transition: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of Emerging Adults, Christian Smith with Patricia Snell. Christian Smith is Professor of Sociology and Director of the Center for the Study of Religion and Society (CSRS) at Notre Dame.  He wrote Soul Searching: The Religious and Spiritual Lives of American Teenagers in 2005, based upon data collected by the CSRS. The 15-17 year olds of the original study are now 18-23, and Smith and Snell and their assistants conducted a follow-up survey and study, including 230 interviews, of them. The result is a comprehensive and thought-provoking look at current and recent college students.  The book is full of insights, some of what collegiate ministers might expect and some which might be surprising. Smith does not provide simplistic answers. He is always aware of the diversity of this cohort, and often provides alternate data. This is an important work.
                                                                                                                                                                               -Jerry Beavers, PACHEM Communications Director
