Easy Steps To Start a Presbyterian Student Group On Your Campus

Pray for guidance and energy and courage.

1. Find at least one other person to join you. (They don’t have to be Presbyterian. When two people meet with the people necessary to start a campus organization, they will take you much more seriously and give you more on-the-spot help.)

Pray before and after each step!

2. Contact and meet with the pastor of the PC(USA) church closest to campus. What you want from this meeting is the name of a faculty member or staff member or two who are Presbyterian and who they Pastor thinks might be good advisor. To be a recognized student group you will need an advisor. Another good thing about meeting with the pastor is that you might get some support (space, money, publicity, food, money, food) for the group.

3. E-mail the faculty member and arrange to meet with them. Tell them what the meeting is for. Repeat until you have someone who will be your advisor.

4. Look at the web page for student groups and organizations. Many colleges and universities will have the requirements to be a recognized student group posted there and even an application form. This will give you some preparation for your next meeting.

5. Meet with the Student Affairs person who is in charge of student organizations. Often this person is named on the student life Student Organizations and Groups web page. Make friends with this person and tell them you looked on the website (and maybe the student Handbook, too) about forming groups and you want to start one.

6. You will need to have a Constitution and / or By-laws. The Student Affairs person can give you a template or the existing constitution for another small group. Then you can “Find and Replace” with the name of your organization.

7. When you have submitted your paperwork, and your group is approved, you can use the college or university’s publicity mechanisms for meetings, and perhaps even get student senate funding.

8. Publicize your existence and a regular meeting time (at least for a time or two) and a person to contact. Use campus information methods, start a Facebook Group (If your Facebook name has Presbyterian and the name of your school it will help people to find you). Ask local Presbyterian churches to publicize your group, also. You might go to the churches for Sunday worship and look for college age folks there to invite. Having a table at the beginning of the semester’s activity fair is great publicity (especially if some of the congregations will provide you some candy or cookies to give away!)

9. List your group on the PCUSAcollege.org campus ministry locator. Sign up for PACHEM.org’s newsletters at the PACHEM.org website.

10. Congratulations!!!!!

Feel free to ask the experienced professionals at PACHEM for insights or advice, and as you start, check out our resources for Small Ministry.

